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Perspective
1874 - 2007 – From the beginning of democracy to Enitiatives.ch
In the period following the adoption of the Swiss Constitution in 1848, it often occurred, particularly in the canton of Zurich that rich and influential industrialists dominated the cantonal parlaments. This political hegemony by the monied bourgeoisie aroused the suspicions of the working classes. In order to take part in political power, a large proportion of the population demanded direct democracy instead of representational democracy. 
After the democratic movement achieved revision in the cantons of Basle-Country (1863), Zurich, Solothurn, Thurgau and Bern, it aimed to obtain direct democracy at the federal level. The 1874 Constitution introduced the legislative referendum as a form of direct democracy. The 1848 revision of the text was leading towards a democracy of assembly.
Women’s suffrage was only adopted late. Switzerland did not choose to take this important step until well after other European countries. (Male) citizens did not make the decision in favour until 1971.
During the 1990s, the renewal of political rights within the framework of a complete revision of the Constitution was bitterly discussed. In 2003, the people and cantons approved a modest alteration, at its core, the introduction of a general popular initiative. 
Author: Andreas Kley / WW
http://www.hls-dhs-dss.ch/index.php , Historical Dictionary of Switzerland.

Glossary
	Initiative
	A new piece of legislation or a modification of an established legislation

	Referendum
	Opposition to a law recently decided by the government

	Petition
	Letter to the government, who has to take notice of it but who is not required to respond 


History
	1848
	Adoption of the first Swiss Constitution

	19 April 1874
	Adoption of the complete revision of the Constitution. 
Introduction of the right of referendum

	1891
	Introduction of the right of constitutional initiative

	1971
	Women received the right to vote

	1990
	The Federal Tribunal imposed women’s right to vote at the cantonal level on the last canton

	2003
	Introduction of the general popular initiative (not just constitutional initiative)

	19 April 2007
	Official launch of Enitiatives in Switzerland and Canada
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